Pandas: CGuddliest of all Bears

Beware: Dangerously Cute Execcise

The giant panda has a distinctive (a)
& black/ (b) white head with (a) black/
| (b) white eye patches, ears and

4 shoulders. Unlike other bear species,
giant pandas are (a) carnivorous/ (b) :
herbivorous spending up to 12 hoursa & =
day chewing bamboo shoots and roots. Because of poachmg and habitat
loss, they are extremely (a) common/ (b) extinct/ (c) rare, occurring in

| small populations in the bamboo forests of China. Despite being the

"_ subject of major international conservation efforts, wild populations of
giant pandas (a) can/ (b) may/ (c) must not be enough to save this

species.

Giant pandas (a) live/ (b) are living/ (c) have lived in the bamboo forests of China for millions years and
have been honored by the Chinese for a very long time. In fact, giant pandas (a) appear/ (b) are
appearing/ (c) have appeared in Chinese art for thousands of years. Because the giant panda is considered
a national treasure in China, it is protected by law so that it (a) becomes/ (b) becomes not/ (c) does not
become extinct.

Although giant pandas have long been known to the Chinese,
they (a) are/ (b) do/ (c) have a recent discovery for people
living outside of China. The first westerner to observe a live
giant panda in the wild (a) is/ (b) was/ (c) had been a German
zoologist named Hugo Weigold. In 1916, he (a) bought/ (b) has
bought/ (c) had bought a cub while he was on expedition.

There is only one place where giant pandas (a) live/ (b) lived/
(c) were living in the wild: high in the mountains of central
China. There, they (a) live/ (b) are living/ (c) have lived in cold
and rainy bamboo forests that are often misty and shrouded in heavy clouds. Once upon a time, giant
pandas (a) lived/ (b) have lived/ (c) had lived in lowland areas. However, as people (a) builded/ (b) built/
(c) had built more and more farms and cities on that land, the giant pandas were forced up into the
mountains. Today, they (a) live/ (b) lived/ (c) have lived at elevations of 5,000 to 10,000 feet.

In the wild, a giant panda’s diet is 99% bamboo. Bamboo is a giant grass that (a) grows/ (b) is growing/ (c)
has grown in the mountains of China. Because bamboo is so low in nutrients, an adult giant panda (a) eats/
(b) is eating/ (c) has eaten between 20 and 40 or more pounds of it each day. It eats the stems, shoots,
leaves and all.

There are about 25 different types of bamboo that wild pandas will eat. Some nutritionists (a) think/ (b)
are thinking/ (c) have thought that giant pandas need to eat not only different parts of the bamboo, but




also different kinds of bamboo in order to get proper nutrition. In addition to bamboo, giant pandas (a)
ate/ (b) eat/ (c) have eaten other grasses, insects and occasionally, small rodents.

In zoos, giant pandas eat bamboo too, but they (a) have/ (b) may/ (c) would also eat sugar cane, rice gruel,
carrots, apples and sweet potatoes.

(a) If/ (b) while/ (c) when a giant panda is first born, it is tiny. It (a) measures/
(b) tallies/ (c) weighs between four and six ounces and is about the size of a
stick of butter. At birth, it is pink, blind, helpless and hairless. During this time,
the mother cares for it closely, often cradling it in her paw and keeping it close
to her chest. The cub (a) opens/ (b) doesn’t open/ (c) opens not its eyes until it
is six week old and it (a) walks/ (b) doesn’t walk/ (c) walks not until it is three
months.

Cubs nurse for about nine months but they stay with their mothers for a long
time after that. In fact, it (a) can/ (b) must/ (c) should be up to three years
before a giant panda cub strikes out on its own.

In the wild, giant pandas (a) spend/ (b) are spending/ (c) have spent most of
their time resting, eating or looking for food. Unlike other bear species, giant
pandas do not hibernate during the winter months. They also (a) build/ (b) do
not build/ (c) have not built permanent dens. Instead, they shelter in caves and
trees.

Pandas are good climbers. They (a) can/ (b) could/ (c) should also swim,
though they spend most of their time on land. Although they might seem pretty
quiet, giant pandas (a) are/ (b) do/ (c) have make a lot of growling and honking
sounds.

Today, giant pandas (a) are/ (b) have been/ (c) will be at risk of becoming
extinct. Only about 1,000 giant pandas are left in the wild. All of these (a) inhabit/ (b) are inhabiting/ (c)
have inhabited a small area in the bamboo forests of China. About 150 live in captivity. This is why the
giant panda (a) listed/ (b) has listed/ (c) is listed as endangered in the World Conservation Union's Red List
of Threatened Animals. It is one of the most severely (a) dangerous/ (b) endangered/ (c) extinct species in
the world.

Giant pandas are about the size of an American black bear. When they (a) are standing/ (b) stood/ (c) have
been standing on all four legs, giant pandas are two to three feet tall at the shoulder. They can be up to six
feet long. Males (a) are/ (b) have been/ (c) will be usually larger than females. Males can weigh 250
pounds or more in the wild. Females usually (a) grow/ (b) measure/ (c) weigh less than 220 pounds.

In China, people (a) believe/ (b) have believed/ (c) had believed for thousands years that pandas are
special. It is said that ancient emperors of China (a) kept/ (b) have kept/ (c) had kept giant pandas as pets.
Chinese books over two thousand years old show giant pandas with mystical powers. People (a) think/ (b)
thought/ (c) were thinking that they (a) can/ (b) could/ (c) are able to ward off evil spirits and natural
disasters. Today, pandas (a) believe/ (b) are believed/ (c) have been believed to be a symbol of peace and
good fortune.




The 6th Finger: The giant panda has five fingers plus a "thumb," which isn't a real thumb but a modified
bone that (a) allow/ (b) allows/ (c) has allowed the panda to grasp bamboo.

Docile or dangerous? Typically thought of as docile and harmless, the giant panda can be as dangerous as
any other bear when provoked and (a) has been known/ (b) was known/ (c) will have been known to
attack humans on occasion.

Type: Mammal
Diet: Bamboo shoots and roots

Average life span in the wild: 20 years
Size: 4to 5ft(1.2to 1.5m)

Weight: 300 Ibs (136 kg)

Protection status: Endangered

Major Threats: Habitat loss, poaching and human encroachment
Habitat: Mountainous regions where bamboo is present
Location: Central China

Size relative to a 6-ft (1.8m) man: (see picture)




VAIJE

1. DAN
a) PREBERI

Preberi besedilo o pandah in obkrozZi pravilne odgovore. Resitve najdes na zadnji strani. Nato besedilo
glasno preberi Se trikrat.

Za pomoc pri izgovorjavi si lahko pomagas s slovarjem na spodnji povezavi. Vtipkaj besedo v iskalnik
slovarja. Ko prikaze razlago, klikni na znak za zvocnik. Izgovorjavo si lahko tudi zapises.

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/learner-english/

b) PODCRTAJ NEZNANE BESEDE IN POISCI RAZLAGO ZANJE
Prevod neznanih besed poiséi v angleSko-slovenskem slovarju.

Vsako besedo posebej izpii in ji pripisi slovenski prevod. Ce ti ¢rkovanje dela teZave, besedo veckrat prepisi
in si glasno ponavljaj zaporedje ¢rk, ko prepisujes.

Da besede utrdis, jih uporabi v svojih povedih.

c) UTRIJUJ BESEDE

Pripravi si kartoncke in besede prepisi nanje, vsako besedo na svojega. Na eno stran napisi slovensko
besedo, na drugo anglesko. Ponavljaj s pomocjo kartonckov. Ponavljaj danes in v naslednjih dneh.

2. DAN

a) PREBERI BESEDILO IN PONOVI BESEDE NA KARTONCKIH.

b) NAREDI SPODNJE NALOGE V ALINEJAH.
- Napisi 15 vprasanj in odgovorov na temo besedila.
- Napisi, kaj si se novega naucil, kaj ti je bilo v besedilu najbolj zanimivo, ipd.
- Napisi besedilo, kot da si ti panda, o kateri besedilo pripoveduje.

- Napisi 10 ali vec povedi, v katerih predstavi$ podobnosti in razlike med pando in rjavim
medvedom.

c) PRIPOVEDUJ DRUGIM

- Preberi besedilo in na ¢rte zapisi kljuéno besedo - naslov, glede na to, o ¢emer govori.
- Napravi miselni vzorec, v katerem bos predstavil pando.
- S pomocjo miselnega vzorca pripoveduj o pandi svojim domacim.
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Answer Key
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(b) white head

(a) black eye patches
(b) herbivorous
(c) rare

(b) may

(a) live

(c) have appeared
(c) does not become
(a) are

(b) was

(a) bought

(a) live

(a) live

(a) lived

(b) built

(a) live

(a) grows

(a) eats

(a) think

(b) eat

(b) may

(c) when

(c) weighs

(b) doesn’t open
(b) doesn’t walk
(a) can

(a) spend

(a) build

30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.

45.

(a) can

(b) do

(a) are

(a) inhabit

(c) is listed

(b) endangered
(a) are standing
(a) are

(c) weigh

(b) have believed
(a) kept

(b) thought

(b) could

(b) are believed
(b) allows

(a) has been known




